
 

 Mount tacoMa Post
February 2014 socIety oF aMerIcan MILItary enGIneers

Meeting

Thursday, February 13th 
This month’s meeting will be 
held on Thursday, the 13th, at 
11:30 am at the Eagles Pride 
Golf Club near JBLM.  The 

cost is $25 per person ($26 if 
paying by Credit card) and $15 

for uniformed personnel for 
a hot buffet style lunch and 2 

(two) half & half Chance tickets 
if you RSVP before the due 

date.  The prices listed above 
are the discounted prices for 

those that RSVP.  There will be 
an additional $5 charge at the 

door if you have not RSVP’d.

ReseRvations

Please Contact Kim Kaul by 
email at kkaul@ahbl.com by 
Friday, February 7th to make 

your reservations.

LocatIon

This month’s meeting will 
be held at the Eagles Pride 
Golf Clubhouse near JBLM.  

Directions:  From I-5 (Heading 
North) take exit #116. Turn left 

when you reach the end of the off 
ramp. Cross the overpass, and 
the Golf Course is on the right.  
From I-5 (Heading South) take 
exit #116. At the end of the off 

ramp turn right, the Eagles Pride 
Golf Course is on the right.

Program: The State Route 99 Alaskan 
Way Viaduct has been a fixture of Se-
attle’s skyline and a vital north-south route 
through downtown for nearly 60 years. In 
summer 2013, the world’s largest-diameter 
tunneling machine began digging the SR 
99 tunnel, the centerpiece of the state’s 
efforts to replace the seismically vulner-
able viaduct. Join Rick Conte, general 
engineering consultant project manager 
for the Alaskan Way Viaduct Replacement 
Program, for a talk on tunneling activities 
and construction near the tunnel’s north 
and south portals.

Speaker: Rick Conte, COL 
(US Army, Ret) is a Senior 
Project Manager for Par-
sons Brinckerhoff, a global 
infrastructure consulting 
firm. For the past six years 
he has been assigned to 
the Washington State De-
partment of Transportation’s Alaskan Way 
Viaduct Replacement Program, where he 
currently serves as the general engineer-
ing consultant project manager. In this 
role, Conte oversees consultant engineer-

ing services 
for multiple 
projects, in-
cluding the 
SR 99 Tunnel 
Project.  

Prior to join-
ing Parsons 
Brinckerhoff 
in 2006, Conte spent a year with Sound 
Transit as a construction manager for the 
Link light rail program. He also served 
more than 28 years in the U.S. Army in a 
variety of positions, from platoon leader 
to a combined forces engineer in Afghani-
stan.  Conte is also a Past President for 
the Mount Tacoma Post SAME and the 
Former Deputy of Public Works for JBLM 
(Formerly Fort Lewis).  

Conte earned a bachelor’s degree from 
the U.S. Military Academy at West Point 
and a master’s degree in civil engineering 
from Clemson University. He and his wife 
reside in Bellevue, Washington.

ALASKAN WAY VIADUCT 
REPLACEMENT PROGRAM 

EDUCATION SEMINAR 
PROFESSIONAL TRANSITION - MILITARY TO PRIVATE

On February 13, there will be a presentation by career development professionals experienced 
in assisting in the transition from military to civilian employment.  Ann Adams is an Associate 
Dean of Students and Director of Career Development at Saint Martin’s University.  She 
will be joined by Sytease Geib, Vice President of Workforce Development for the Thurston 
Chamber of Commerce and by Todd Burgess the NW Regional Coordinator for the Office of 
the Secretary of Defense.    

Saint Martin’s enrolls a large number of active duty military, veterans and their families both 
on JBLM and the main campus in Lacey.  Ann will discuss the various resources available and 
the advice we provide.  Sytease manages the Chamber’s federally funded program known as 
Camo2Commerce, which assists transitioning service members in taking the next step towards 
a civilian career after separating from active duty.  Both Ann and Sytease have several years’ 
experience in the job development field and will provide examples of successful strategies for 
this population.  Christopher Todd Burgess has been a presenter for the Thurston Chamber of 
Commerce on veterans’ issues and works on the Education and Employment Initiative (E2I) as 
part of the Office of Warrior Care Policy through the Office of the Secretary of Defense (Person-
nel and Readiness).  There is no cost for this seminar.  Please RSVP to kkaul@ahbl.com by 
February, 7th 2014.  
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sustaIner oF the Month

2200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 707 | Seattle 98121 | 206.452.5350 | eaest.com 

SAME Mount Tacoma Sustainer of the Month 

Improving the quality of the environment in  
which we live, one project at a time. 

Planning and Environmental 
Review 
In WA, EA has successfully prepared over 
400 Environmental Impact Statements 
(EISs) under State Environmental Policy 
Act (SEPA) and National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA) for public and private 
clients in the Northwest. We have 
considerable experience with the NEPA 
process for projects requiring approvals 
from the Corps of Engineers, Federal 
Highway Administration (FHWA), 
Housing and Urban Development (HUD), 
and other federal agencies. None of our 
past SEPA/NEPA documents have been 
successfully challenged.  

We have accomplished SEPA compliance 
for many project types, including:  
Waterfront developments 
Large-scale mixed-use projects 
Educational, university, and institutional 

facilities 
Transportation/infrastructure 

improvements 
Office complexes 

Environmental Assessment 
and Remediation 
EA has an extensive track record of 
working closely with local, state, and 
federal agencies to negotiate successful 
approvals for our client’s environmental 
decisions. Our cleanup strategies blend in-
depth understanding of site conditions 
with our client’s economic and 
environmental goals, regulatory 
requirements, and realistic remedial 
objectives.  

Our environmental assessment and 
remediation services include: 
Phase I/II/UST site assessments 
Brownfields investigations 
Remedial investigation/feasibility studies 
Groundwater/surface water/stormwater 

monitoring 
Environmental risk assessments 
Soil and groundwater remediation 
Data analysis 
Hazardous waste management 
Cost estimating 

Permitting and Compliance 
EA interacts effectively between regulatory 
agencies and local partners, non-profit 
organizations, and contractors to ensure a 
smooth and seamless permitting, 
environmental review, and compliance 
process. Knowledge of the intricacies of 
the codes, rules, regulations, and orders 
affecting the State of Washington is an 
essential component to providing quality 
compliance and permitting services.  

Our permitting and compliance services 
include: 
Land use entitlement services 
Stormwater permitting and compliance 
Stormwater pollution prevention plans  
Spill prevention, control, and 

countermeasures (SPCC) plans 
Pollution prevention (P2) plans 
Environmental management system 

(EMS) development and implementation 
Environmental and health & safety 

audits 

We can be a benefit to your 
projects in many ways, including: 

Expert knowledge – EA has 
professionals with the training, 
education and experience that make 
us a leader in the environmental and 
planning fields. We provide our 
clients with an excellent source of 
reliable information to meet project 
goals.  
Senior staff involvement – our 
senior staff members typically 
participate in all phases of our 
projects. We work closely with the 
client and other team members, to 
set strategies and identify and resolve 
issues. 

Extension of your staff – we can 
serve in a variety of capacities, 
including project management, 
technical analysis, public outreach, 
public presentations, and other areas 
of support to you. 

A fully coordinated approach – 
maximizes flexibility and 
responsiveness to project changes. 

Effective relationships with 
agencies – based on our strong 
relationships with local, state, and 
federal agencies, we can assist the 
client in arriving at positive inter-
jurisdictional solutions. 

Project completion within tight 
timelines – we recognize that quick 
and responsive products are often 
required to meet funding and 
planning schedules; we have a 
proven track record in meeting these 
requirements. 

 



Mount tacoMa Post donates to the 555 
able soldieRs & FaMily suPPoRt Fund

For the past several years, the 
Mt. Tacoma Post has “adopted” 
the 555 Engineer Brigade and 
provided support not only to 
the Brigade itself by sponsoring 
various activities and events, 
but as importantly, to the  555 

‘Able’ Soldiers & Family Support Fund.

The latter provides assistance to the Soldiers 
and their families in times of need. The 555 
Soldiers recently returned home and the need 
for support remains considerable.  The Mount 
Tacoma Post has just donated $1,000 to the fund, 
and after encouraging our sustaining members 
and individuals, we were able to deliver $4,850 to 
help our soldiers and their families.   A big thank 
you goes out to the sustaining member firms; 
Helix, AHBL, BiNW and BCE, and our Individual 
members who have already donated to this great 
cause.  Another special thank you goes out to Erik 

Prestegaard for heading up this project and serving 
those who are fighting daily for our freedoms.    

Donations can still be made to:   555 ‘Able’ Soldiers 
& Family Fund, c/o Erik Prestegaard, Helix Design 
Group Inc., 6021 12th Street E, Suite 201, Tacoma, 
WA 98424

If further details are required, please contact Erik 
Prestegaard at 253.922.9037. E-mail: erikp@
helixdesigngroup.net.

MOUNT TACOMA SAME SCHOLARSHIP 
OPPORTUNITES AVAILABLE !!

The Mount Tacoma Post is pleased to offer 2 - $1,000 scholarships for 2014.  
One of these will be for a high school student who will be entering college in 
the fall and the other is for a student already enrolled in college.  Following the 
National SAME’s guidance, it is our hope to sponsor a student through 4 years 
of college with a $1,000 scholarship each year, providing that student still meets 
the criteria and applies each year.  The second $1,000 scholarship to an already 

enrolled college student would be renewed each 
year for 2 or 3 years, depending on what level the 
student is at when the initial scholarship is awarded and providing that 
student still meets the criteria and applies each year.  These scholarships 
will be awarded in April 2014.  Application forms are located at the mount 
Tacoma Post SAME Website at http://mttacomasame.org/ under student 
scholarship.  
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First VP
Mike Cozart
253. 922.0446

michael.cozart@bceengineers.com

Past President
Lt Col Dat Lam

253.982.5209
dat.lam@us.af.mil

VP Individual Members
Maj Rob Dion

 robert.e.dion2.mil@mail.mil

VP Sustaining Members
Dave Newkirk
 253-627-4367

dnewkirk@bcradesign.com

VP Young Members
1LT Paul Jackson

paul.d.jackson70.mil@mail.mil

1LT Paul Winfield
paul.b.winfield.mil@mail.mil

Secretary 
Bill Fierst

253.383.2422
wfierst@ahbl.com

Treasurer
Janna Peters
253.627.4367

jpeters@bcradesign.com

Assistant Treasurer
Kim Doyle

253.922.9037
Kimberlyd@helixdesigngroup.net

Program Co-Chair
Mike Cozart

253. 922.0446
michael.cozart@bceengineers.com

Program Co-Chair
Maj Rob Dion

 robert.e.dion2.mil@mail.mil

  

Director
John Haddick

253.565.1223 
jehaddick@msn.com

Director
Roy Cutler 
253.377.7568

rcutler@wamail.net

Director 
Erik Prestegaard    

253.922.9037 
erikp@helixdesigngroup.net

Newsletter 
Dave Newkirk
 253-627-4367 

dnewkirk@bcradesign.com

Education Chair 
Student Chapter Mentor

Jeff Feeney
 253-922-0446 

Jeff.feeney@bceengineers.com

Mount Tacoma Post 
Board Members

President 
Lt Col Mike Moran

253.512.3210 
michael.moran@ang.af.mil

US ARMY
555th Engineer Brigade
Commander, COL Holman
SAME LIAISON, LTC John Richards  
john.p.richards.mil@mail.mil 
253-967-2854

864th Engineer  Battalion
Commander, LTC Steven Sattinger
SAME LIAISON, MAJ Darren Moniot
darren.r.moniot.mil@mail.mil
253-966-7124

I Corps G35 Engineer Planner
Vacant 
SAME LIAISON 

14th Engineer Battalion 
Commander, LTC Douglas Brown
SAME LIAISON, MAJ Mike Funches
michael.r.funches.mil@mail.mil
253-355-2866

ARMY NATIONAL GUARD
Construction and Facilities Maintenance 
Office
COL Duane Coffey 
duane.coffey@us.army.mil
253-512-8811

US AIR FORCE
627 Civil Engineer Squadron
Commander, Lt Col Jennifer Phelps  
Jennifer.phelps@us.af.mil

AIR FORCE RESERVES.  446 Civil 
Engineer Squadron
Commander:  Lt Col Christopher Buzo, 
christopher.buzo.1@us.af.mil

AIR NATIONAL GUARD
248 Civil Engineer Flight
Commander, Col Dan Biles
SAME LIAISON, Lt Col Michael Moran
Michael.moran@ang.af.mil
253-512-3210

NAVY RESERVE
NMCB 18’s Commanding Officer (CO)
CAPT John DeBerard, PE, CEC, USN 
and point of contact is the RSS Supervisor 
LTJG ERIC FRANKLIN, CEC, USN Phone      
(253) 968-7122

Local Military Engineering 
Contacts
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Absher Construction
253.845.9544 

mjs@abshernw.com

www.abshernw.com

Adolfson & Peterson 
Construction

253.922.1884 
nzugercheney@a-p.com

www.a-p.com

AHBL
253.383.2422 

Menglish@AHBL.com
www.ahbl.com

Apex Engineering, 
PLLC

253.473.4494 
sherwin@apexengineering.net

www.apexengineering.net

AMEC
253.572.0516 

james.dransfield@amec.com
www.amec.com

BCRA
253.627.4367 

dgratz@bcradesign.com

www.bcradesign.com

BCE Engineers, Inc.
253.922.0446 

michael.bitterling@bceengineers.com

www.bceengineers.com

Centennial 
Contractors

253.912.1910 
jmalasmas@cce-inc.com

www.cce-inc.com

CH2M Hill
253.383.8914 

khanna@ch2m.com

www.ch2m.com

Cooper Zietz 
Engineering 

206.768.8500 
kenv@coopercm.com

www.coopercm.com

David Evans & Assoc.
360.628.5012 

pjb@deainc.com

www.deainc.com

EA Engineering, 
Science, and 

Technology, Inc.
206.452.5350 ext. 1712

tmccann@eaest.com 
www.eaest.com

EHS International
425-455-2959 

nancyy@ehsintl.com

www.ehsintl.com

Enginuity Systems, 
Inc.

253-292-0357 
jesse@enginuitysys.com

www.enginuiytsys.com

Garland/DBS
435-655-5044 

ldewitt@garlandind.com

www.garlandind.com

GeoEngineers, Inc.
253.383.4940 

wwright@geoengineers.com

www.geoengineers.com

Graham Group
206.729.8844

karlp@grahamus.com

www.graham.ca

Hart Crowser, Inc.
206.324.9530 

steven.hoffman@hartcrowser.com
www.hartcrowser.com

Helix Design Group
253.922.9037 

erikp@helixdesigngroup.net
www.helixdesigngroup.net

HDR
360.570.4400 

mark.burch@hdrinc.com
www.hdrinc.com

Huitt-Zollars, Inc.
253.627.9131 

Dtalcott@huitt-zollars.com www.
huitt-zollars.com

H. W. Lochner
425.454.3160

gdemich@hwlochner.com

www.hwlochner.com

Informed Land Survey
253.627.2070

kskipper@i-landsurvey.com

www.i-landsurvey.com

Kennedy Jenks 
Consultants
253.874.0555 

davidbrown@kennedyjenks.com

www.kennedyjenks.com

KPFF Consulting 
Engineers
253.396.0150 

armour@kpfftacoma.com

www.kpff.com

Med-Tox Northwest
253.351.0677 

lurveyj@medtoxnw.com
www.medtoxnw.com

Meng Analysis
206.587.3797 

nick@menganalysis.com

www.menganalysis.com

MWH
425.896.6973 

stan.j.hayes@us.mwhglobal.com

www.mwhglobal.com

ORB Architects
425.226.3522

JohnP@ORBArchitects.com

www.ORBArchitects.com

Pace Engineers
425.827.2014 

aaronb@paceengrs.com 
www.paceengrs.com

Parametrix
253.501.1059 

dledingham@parametrix.com

 www.parametrix.com

PCL
425.454.8020 

GEMoorhead@pcl.com 

 www.pcl.com

POWER Engineers
253.441.6400 

scott.harm@powereng.com

 www.powereng.com

PSI
253.589.1804

scott.palmer@psiusa.com

www.psiusa.com

Reid Middleton Inc.
425-741-3800

www.reidmiddleton.com

Shannon & Wilson, Inc
206.632.8020 

mjb@shanwil.com

www.shannonwilson.com

Siemens Industries. 
Inc.

425-281-8825
mikeanderson@siemens.com

www.siemens.com

Sitts & Hill Engineers, 
Inc.

253.474.9449 
roberb@sitts-hill-engineers.com
www.sitts-hill-engineers.com

Spectra Flooring
425.656.5919

jim.mitchell@spectraf.com

www.spectracf.com

Tatitlek Corp.
253.617.7919

jsharp@tatitlek.com

www.tatitlek.com

Tetra Tech
206.254.2570 

dan.callan@tetratech.com

www.tetratech.com

The Walsh Group
253.964.1773

dbenjamin@walshgroup.com
www.thewalshgroup.com

Tunista
253.715.9988

desparza@tunistaconstruction.com

www.tunistaconstruction.com

Welsh Commissioning 
Group

253.856.3322 
cathy@wcxg.com

www.wcxg.com

W. H. Pacific
425.951.4735

bway@whpacific.com

www.whpacific.com

MOUNT TACOMA POST SUSTAINING 
MEMBER FIRMS

Your firm can appear 
in this space!  If you 
would like to become 
a Sustaining Member 
of the Mount Tacoma 
Post, please contact 

Dave Newkirk 
at 253.627.4367 
or  dnewkirk@

bcradesign.com
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The mission of the Society of American Military engineers is “To promote and facilitate engineering support 
for national security by developing and enhancing relationships and competencies among uniformed 
services, public and private sector engineers, and related professionals.” One key avenue for the society 
to accomplish that mission is to make the expertise and capabilities of our members readily available to 
government agencies responsible for response to natural and man made disasters. To accomplish that 
end the Mt. Tacoma and Seattle Posts established a Readiness and Homeland Security Committee. The 
planning document used by the committee to accomplish it’s mission is the Fast Start Plan.

The purpose of the Fast Start Plan is to identify and promote SAME’s local emergency response 
capabilities for natural and man-made disasters in our local area.  Historically, large-scale response to 
emergencies has been a partnership between government and private industry.  The full support potential 
of the A/E and construction industry in the Puget Sound area can only be reached when the Government’s 
emergency managers and the executives of the member companies are aware of each other ’s requirements 
and capabilities.  The Fast Start Plan provides this information.

The committee needs to know if you or your firm will be available to respond with your resources in the 
event of a disaster. The key questions are: (1) what capabilities do you offer to emergency managers 
in the early stages of disaster response and (2) how responsive can you be given that a regional event, 
such as an earthquake, may damage your facilities including employees’ homes.  Any member firm that 
would like to participate as a listed available resource to government emergency management agencies 
should contact the Mt. Tacoma or Seattle Post Co-Chair of the Emergency Preparedness and Infrastructure 
Resilience Committee. In addition, any individual member who would like to work with the Committee is 
encouraged to contact one of the same committee co-chairs.

If you have any questions about this effort please contact: John Haddick (Mount Tacoma Post) Readiness 
Committee Co-Chairman at jehaddick@msn.com / (253) 565-1223 or Pam Cobley (Seattle Post) Readiness 
Committee Co-Chair, at pcobley@rothhill.com / (425) 289-7309.

eMeRgency PRePaRedness and 
inFRastRuctuRe Resilience

   

 

CALENDAR OF UPCOMING EVENTS
February 13th
Monthly meeting, 11:30am, 
at Eagles Pride Golf Course 
near JBLM

February 21st
Board Members meeting, 
7am at Elmer’s Restaurant in 
Tacoma.
 
March 13th
Monthly meeting, 11:30am, 
at Eagles Pride Golf Course 
near JBLM

March 18th
Small Business Conference 
and NAVFAC NW 
Presentation.  Bremerton 
Convention Center.

March 21st
Board Members meeting, 
7am at Elmer’s Restaurant in 
Tacoma.

 

 Mailto: jehaddick@msn.com

